
Sunday saw a
light scattering of
snow (not) on
some of the cars,
which didn’t fool
the brace of Eagle
Owls but it did
fool us. NB it was
April Fools day
after all. We spent the day
reading and lazing out on
the site while others went

shop-
ping or
packed
up. It
was a
lovely
week-

end weather
wise if a little
cold. Congrat-
ulations to Jim
and the team
for making the
first rally of
the season such
a nice one.

For details of future rallies visit

           www.micromaniacs club.co.uk/                                                 

I reckon this won’t
be the last rally
held here.

Steve

Micro Maniacs Spring Rally was held on the
30th March to 1st April 2007 at the Black
Dog , Cambleforth near Selby. The camp
site is at the back of the site and
at £5 per unit the camping was
incredibly cheap. The Food was
good and  I’m not sure if Micro
Maniacs drank the pub dry but

they gave it
a good try.

The road
run on the
Saturday
saw us driv-
ing to near

Wakefield to have lunch at a Diner and on
to a choice of either the Yorkshire Sculpture
park or the National Coal Mining Museum
where some of us spent an hour or so hun-
dreds of feet below ground. There were the

usual break-
downs and a
few missed
turns but ev-
eryone got
there and back
eventually.
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Well another year
has come and gone
without me doing

anything on the microcaravan
scene. The Berkeley Caravette
has been languishing in the
Bubblecar museum and may soon
be up for sale along with a few
pushbikes, 1935 BSA and PISKY
my trusty Isetta. The Mid Winter
Rally and seaside shivvrrr! went
OK back in December. I think we
may be repeating these
experiences again this year. Raid
Tan Hill (2CV winter run) and
Terry Parkin’s Castle to Castle
run went fine. We are just back from
Jim’s Rally based at the Black Dog in
Camblesforth near Selby, which is also
the home of the 2CV Troy local group
(see back Page).

I have started to run out of Microcaravan
stuff, hence the absence of the magazine,
the website also went down but David
Miles is slowly putting this back
together. Rather than simply not
producing anything and now that the mag
is effectively a freeezine I am going to
widen the scope to include information on
Microcars (including 2CVs). On a local
level we now have a new 2CV local
group under the auspices of David
Waddington. The group is called “Stray
Snails” (the Stray is a large piece of
grassland in Harrogate.)

The group is based at the Yorkshire
Hussar Public House in
Markington North Yorkshire. This

is a lovely pub with a campsite on the
doorstep. The landlord also likes classic
vehicles.If you get chance to join us we
meet on the 2nd Wednesday of each
month. The joke (top right) appeared in
the September 3rd, 1953 edition of
'Motor Cycling', thanks to George for
sending it in. The van appears to be none

other than a Berkeley Caravette.

Featured inside is the new book
Edited by Kate Trant called Home
Away from Home. Featured on

Page 81 is our little Bambi Camper van
pictured below

I am now the proud owner of an Xtracycle
(Californian Cargo type bike) and A
Bykaboose Gecko Bicycle trailer, which I
hope to feature in a future issue. I have
also acquired a Khyam Highlander tent,
which erects in 20 seconds! to go with the
rig. See you in a field somewhere.

Steve
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and there is little surviving, if any, for some
vans. The time has come, sadly, for me to move
on to other things so it will be up for sale soon.
Oh by the way I wouldn’t try to tow it with an
Isetta as pictured at 4-5cwt it is a little heavy
and potentially dangerous. If anyone wants
scans emailing from the Archive just let me

know and I will arrange to
get these sent to you.

The Berkeley
Caravette is
one  of the

nicer teardrop vans
found in the UK. It
was designed by
Charles Panter of
Berkeley Caravans
in Biggleswade. I have owned the one
photographed for a number of years and have
had many good weekends away in it. Originally
they were designed to be towed by a
Motorcycle combination or 7hp car such as the
Austin A35 pictured right with the small pram
dinghy on top.

We are fortunate as there are about a dozen or
so photocopies of old adverts and
period write ups for this van in the
IROM Archive. Most
manufacturers were of low volume
and didn’t have much in the way of
Marketing and Publicity material

Les Hiboux the Leeds
based  2CV club who
bring us among other
things Raid Tan Hill
Year after year are re-
launching the club on
the first Monday Night
in the Month Down at the Grove Pub in
Holbeck Leeds. For anyone not familiar
with the area the pub is famous for it’s
music nights (Including Folk Music). It is
the only original building left for miles
and is surrounded by high rise office
blocks and apartments. Contact Brian Se-
nior on 0113 293 1371 if you fancy join-
ing in. They are a very friendly an infor-
mal Local club.

A couple of people have
been asking me for info
on some vans. The First
is the Mini Motel
(above) , which I have some limited info on.
The second looks similar to a Motent but is in
fact apparently a Winlec Tweenie. If anyone
has any info please contact me and I will en-
sure this info is added to the archive and
passed on.

Kate Trant has edited a book on
Camper Vans and Motor homes called
“Home Away from Home”. It is pub-
lished by Black Dog Publishing ISBN
1 904772 27 7. It’s quite a large piece
of work, consisting of more than 200

pages of in-
formation
and pictures
including
one of my
Bambi and
info on
IROM on
page 81.
Kate also
helped pro-
duce a simi-

lar book on Microcars the previous
year.

BMW Isetta with Spares, A frame
and Trailer £3,500 ono
Berkeley Caravette £700 ono
EFlow Single Wheel Trailer £225
ono.
1935 BSA 350cc Sports motorcycle
RS354 £2800 ono
For all the above contact Steve on
01423 524840 or

Steve@pepper-training.freeserve.co.uk                                                            


