Travellin' lite

this sort of instrument including
few years ago | started to . .
A think about the problems tenor guitars, backpacking travel

- bouzoukis or zooks and about 40 as-
of space when taking :
musical instruments to the vari-  S0"ted ukuleles, which are slowly

ous rallies we attend. Most times
we use our Bambi micro camper
and thisisless of a problem but
camping using amicro car or us-
ing the Berkeley and a2CV and
spaceisvery limited as | usually
take PA, Projector, screen and
DVD player to show some of the
videos | produce.

My brother came down from
Scotland and brought with him a
Martin travelling guitar. and that
wasit. in aflash | saw that these
would be very useful indeed and
very small. The volume was not
asloud as afull size instrument
but round afireor BBQ ona
campsite on an evening would be taking over house and home.
fine.

Over the next few issues | want to

The Martins are made in Mexico bring afew on here to try and get
and are not up to the same stan- ~ Some interest going.. Ukes for ex-
dard asthe vintage martinsthat ~ ample are very easy to learn to play
are renouned throughout the and can be found for under £20in a
world. They cost about £170 and  playable condition. If you are having
while not that cheap do offera  difficulty in obtaining one please
sort of entry level into theworld  give me ashout and | will point you
of backpaclq ng instruments. | inthe right direction. 01423 524840

now have a growing collection of
9 9 Steve
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hisisthe last printed copy
of Micro Caravan News

that you will receive, but
that also means you don’t have to
pay any more subscriptions.
Instead | am launching the Spring
edition of MCN as a Free ezine to
be sent as a PDF file viaemail. |
will still take donations as | still
have to subsidise the cost of the
equipment | have bought over the
years to get all the photos scans
etc but | will leave thisto your
discretion and overseas members
can simply do this by paypal. It
also meansthat if | need to get
extra pages in occasionally then |
don’'t have to waste gallons of ink
and forrests of treesto get them to
you. Y ou should be ableto print
these out and read/keep as normal
or alternatively you may ssimply
view them on screen. One other
advantage is that the pictures can
be enlarged to see more details
when viewing. If you want to be
added to the list simply email me
at Steve@pepper-

training.freeserve.co.uk

Hi Steve,

Could this be included in the next
newsletter please ?1 am
organising arally over the May
Day BH weekend (Fri 29th April -
Mon 2nd May) at Hatton Country
World in Warwickshire, just off jn
15 of the M40. Cost for site £4-25
per unit per night.

Originally it wasto bearally just
for Pod owners, but it®going to
be difficult to get publicity
circulating properly, so any micro-
caravans welcome - maybe even a
Berkeley or 2. Space may be
limited though as | have only
booked for a maximum of 12
units. Please can you direct
enquiries straight to me by phone
(0161-256 2625/07778 442 660)
or e-mail.

suebs@amserve.com

Thanks for that and hope to see
you at the Micro Maniacsin June.
Regards Sue.

Smarty Pants

Hermann sent me some details on
this rather nice looking
Smartzillus Micro van. | need
some help with translation though
but will featureit in afuture issue

Steve.



Slippery Customer

SLIPSTREAM 448

It wasin September 2003 at a V olkswagen
show that Wendy and | first met ‘Mark Nowell’
and saw his‘ Slipstream micro vans . We imme-
diately saw the potential of them as not only for
additional storage capacity (so asto free up
space inside the van when travelling). But it is
an additional space for family/friends to stay
and with our daughter getting ever older, it will
beidedl asit will become “her own space”
whilst we are away.

several hours of pushing, pulling and clamping the
sheets were cut and screwed into place. Then came
the wiring and a circuit was drawn up and all the
necessary wiring fed into place after holes were
drilled in the frame/spars. Once this was done the
exterior of the 4mm ply was smothered in varnish
as an additional precaution should water seep past
the outer skin.

We decided to buy the van in kit form and after
discussing window options with ‘Mark’ we met
at amutually agreed place to collect it from The
metal chassis came ready built with the suspen-
sion/wheels, towing hitch and jockey whese! fit-
ted (as well as the base being bolted to the chas-
sis). All the other panels were pre cut and
strapped onto the top. The instructions provided
with the kit are excellent and easy to follow so
the sides and support struts were in placein no
time (all were primed before hand so asto again
hopefully increase the life of the van).

The kit came with 2 sheets of hardboard which
unfortunately due to the weather when we col-
lected the kit, got wet and were no longer of any
use. However Wendy decided she wanted a
wood grain pattern on the inside of the van so 2
sheets of 4mm ply wood were sourced. After

We have taken the van away with ustwice so far
and the mother-in-law dept in it first time followed
by afriend. Both stated it was pleasant and warm
and with the inflatable mattress both slept well. We
till have afew little bits to do, but when people
have stopped to ask about it Wendy and | are proud
to say we built it and provide them with ‘Mark’s
details should they want one themselves.Wendy
and Julian. taylor-minivw@tiscali.co.uk

Bikers Delights

| just thought you might like to see a
few trailers that have been designed
to tow behind bikes. | particularly
like the beer barrel one that Wade
from Canada has made to tow be-
hind his bike:

Hello Steve,

some days ago | sent you some infor-
mation about the vagabund, which |
took from www.oldiecaravan.de

Regards Hermann

For Sale and Wante

Wildgoose caravan for sale. one of only
3 madein the early 60s (see last issue for
the Wildgoose mini Camper. For details
contact:
rachelharness@harnessr1960.wanadoo.co.uk

James Lambert has some vans for sale
but | am not sure what they are tel
01482 827347

The 2005 Raid Tan Hill DVD is now
available price £13 plus £12 P& P tel
Steve on 01423 524840




